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“This is water” - David Foster Wallace  

In his 2005 commencement speech 
to the graduating class at Kenyon 
College, American author David 
Foster Wallace shares a parable 
about two young fish that swim by 
an older fish who nods to the 
younger fish and asks “Hello boys, 
how’s the water?” As the two 
young fish swim off, one fish says to 
the other “What is water?”  
 
Mr. Foster Wallace goes on to dis-
cuss the essence of real education, 
which as he puts it has almost noth-
ing to do with knowledge and eve-
rything to do with simple aware-

ness. An awareness of what is so 
real and essential, so hidden in 
plain sight that we have to keep 
reminding ourselves over and over. 
“This is water.” 
 
To Mr. Prior this quote and its mes-
sage captures the essence of the 
value behind the IB inquiry-based 
pedagogy. In his class, success is 
not defined by knowing a formula, 
but from understanding the answer 
and its application in the ‘real 
world’. Awareness requires continu-
ously stoking inborn curiosity and 
promoting critical thinking.  

KYLE PRIOR, bio 
In 2000, Kyle left his native Ontario to pursue studies in Physics and Mathematics at the University 
of Victoria. Passionate about teaching, he followed that degree with one in Education, which led 
to a position as a Mathematics teacher at a Canadian International school in Dalian, China. After 
three years in China, he moved a little closer to home and spent two years teaching AP Physics in 
sunny Monterrey, Mexico. In 2012, Kyle completed a Master’s in Education. He has been at              
Mulgrave for three years where, in addition to teaching Science and Math, he makes his students 
listen to sound clips of his one-year-old, Paige, saying words like ‘yellow.’ When not at school, 
Kyle enjoys hitting the slopes, biking or hiking with his family. 

 



Technology enables   
learning... 

Kyle’s Master’s degree focused on the integration of technolo-

gy in the classroom and the development of 21st century skills. 

Read about how technology can enable learning in and out-

side the classroom in his own words: 

 

echnology surrounds us 
and we are aware of it 
at all times.  We use it 

to connect, create, share, and 
play. It has become the fabric 
of our society in a way. We 
can’t cross the street without 
checking Facebook, or texting a 
friend, or reading that last 
tweet about the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. We can’t ignore it, it’s 
growing and changing at an 
exponential rate and we are 
caught in the wave.   

Incorporating technology in 
the classroom is about much 
more than bringing laptops to 
class. It’s about leveraging 
technology to enhance critical 
thinking.  
Alan November, an interna-
tional leader in education 
technology, argues that when 
technology can be used in a 
transformative manner inside 
a classroom, that is when its 
impact and use is most mean-
ingful. My goal is to use tech-
nology to expand my stu-
dents’ world.  I redefine tasks 
in order to maximize the op-
portunities for my students to 
‘own the learning’. For exam-
ple,  replacing a pencil with a 
computer means I am just  

swapping tools. But to truly 
make the task meaningful or 
transformative, we need to 
redefine the task by using the 
technology in such a way that 
it allows the student to ‘own 
the learning’. In my Math 
class, for example, students 
use tutorial software to create 
math skills videos that can be 
published on YouTube and be 
used by a global audience to 
enhance both the student and 
the audience’s learning.   
Instead of just picking a good 
app or tech tool, educators 
should think about a mean-
ingful task that the student 
need to accomplish and think 
of how technology can sup-
port their level of investment. 

LIFELONG 
LEARNER: 
What does it 

mean to you? 

“Continually challenging  one’s 
self is essential to lifelong learn-
ing.  One of my biggest accom-
plishments as a learner came as 
a member of a book club while I 

was teaching in Mexico. This 
was not some Oprah-style book 
club; over the course a year we 

read David Foster Wallace’s 
novel, Infinite Jest. I had to use 

THREE bookmarks just to figure 
out where I was in the story. 

Unfortunately, now, every time 
I see a book with less than 500 

pages, I scoff.” 
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        DEFYING PHYSICS WITH MR. PRIOR 

Q: If you could share a favourite pastime with a historical figure who would it be and what would you do? 

      
 A: Skiing with Scott Schmidt and Glen Plake in a classic Warren Miller film or talking with Einstein 

about gravity (or hair?) over some coffee.  

Q: If you could be any age for one week, how old would you be?  
  

     A: 17. Seeing the world through hopeful eyes - with infinite possibilities, and very few worries. 

  

Q: If you could have personally witnessed one event in history, what would you have wanted to see?  
  

     A: Solvay Conference (October of 1927) - notable physicists met to discuss Quantum Theory. 
  


