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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  H E A D

D     ear Students in the Class of 2016,

Find your passion. Be present. Work hard. 
Follow your heart. It’s likely you’ve heard 
one of these phrases in the last few weeks 
and certainly a few times throughout your 
years at Mulgrave. All very sage advice, but I 
wonder one thing. How meaningful are these 
words to you? Highly meaningful I think, for 
I have observed many of you immersed in 
activities that bring you great joy; I have 
witnessed your tremendous work ethic and 
determination; and I have seen the delight 
that your accomplishments 
have brought you. But what 
message will resound for you 
in the years to come? 

Tomorrow is the first day of 
your new journey, one that 
will define you in a context 
separate from Mulgrave. I 
imagine that you are filled 
with complex emotions, 
including excitement, anxiety, 
anticipation, and perhaps 
even a tiny bit of doubt. But ground your 
apprehension with the knowledge that you 
have a tremendous foundation on which 
you can rely. The Class of 2016 is a dynamic 
one, characterised by its strong friendships 
and good nature. As individuals, you stand 
out for your singular accomplishments in 
service and leadership, the arts, outdoor 
education and athletics, yet you have 
worked collaboratively to achieve so much: 
Your dedication to enriching student life 
and developing cross-grade relationships 
has further strengthened the bonds of our 
student body, and that is a lasting legacy. 

The success that you have already achieved 
should fill you with confidence; I certainly 
believe that your potential is limitless. 

More importantly, however, I want to 
remind you of the incredible network of 
people who want nothing more than to 
see you prosper. Naturally, the friendships 
that you have cultivated throughout your 
Mulgrave experience will provide you with 
indispensable laughter and loyalty, but do 
not forget that the teachers who have been 
your guides throughout your time here will 
always have a vested interest in you, no 
matter how long before you walk into their 
classrooms again. 

Wherever the next phase of 
your journey takes you, I am 
certain that you will meet 
any challenge head on and 
soak in the pleasures of a life 
well-lived. I would normally 
conclude with advice on how 
to navigate the ever-changing 
waters of the world to come, 
but you have heard that 
already from your teachers, 
your principals, and your 
parents. Instead, I will end 

with a beginning that only you can finish. 
I am… These are arguably two of the most 
powerful words in the English language, for 
what you put after them shapes the reality 
of your world. May you fill in the blank with 
words that bring you the greatest happiness 
and satisfaction. I wish you the very best and 
look forward to hearing about the myriad 
ways you are bound to finish that sentence. 

My warmest regards,

John Wray
Head of School



LET US CELEBRATE 
OUR GRADS!





Bishr has attended Mulgrave since Kindergarten. His sought-after leadership style that 
combines humility with humour, and charisma with wisdom makes me believe that there 
is hope for the future of politics. As Head Boy, Bishr modeled respect and hard work in 
a way that made it easy for others to emulate him. Two of his strengths are speaking 
and listening. He put his diplomacy to good use in the Senior School Advisory Council, 
Student Voice, as a Model United Nations Leader, as well as in his roles as Debate and 
Volleyball Captains. With titles such as the 4th Best Debater in the Province, first place 
award at the Newman Fisa Debate Tournament and Outstanding Delegate Award at the 
BC High School Model United Nations Conference, one could be forgiven for mistaking 
Bishr as a solely serious individual. His light-hearted nature, however, is evident in his 
account of one of his favourite Mulgrave memories: getting to make jokes during his 
Grade 6 exhibition project on humour. Although he has tempting acceptances at McGill, 
the University of Toronto, and Queen’s University in Kingston, Bishr has decided to 
make the Richard Ivey Business School at Western University his home next year.

BISHR ALIMOHAMED

John has been at Mulgrave since Kindergarden - a true lifer. Dedicated to rugby since 
Grade 7, he felt  fortunate to help take the team to Provincials in 2014 and was happy 
to be part of the team that won the school’s first Rugby 7s tournament this year. John 
has been an active member of the Senior Service Action Council. His favourite memory 
was organising Action for Esther over the past two years; he worked with a dedicated 
team of student volunteers to create simulations that would educate students about 
the challenges faced by war-torn countries in Africa like Sierra Leone. This year, John 
was Smith’s Deputy Captain, and as such, helped to bolster school spirit. John has been 
accepted to the University of British Columbia, the University of Victoria and Simon 
Fraser University. He plans to attend UBC in the Faculty of Arts next year.

JOHN ALLEN

Since Jude came to Mulgrave in Grade 7, she has embraced the four strands of school 
life with enthusiasm. Jude’s commitment to school and extracurricular activities 
has been recognised by her teachers through constant ‘Excellent’ effort grades and 
through her consistent inclusion on the Honour Roll over the years. In addition to 
her academics, Jude has been an engaging and inclusive Prefect, helping and advising 
younger students during advisory. Furthermore, Jude has been involved in Glee Club, 
has acted in several Mulgrave productions, played volleyball, been a member of Digital 
Good, has broadcasted cookie-crumbling Monday morning announcements, and has 
been a part of Action For Esther, to name a few. Performance, be it dancing or acting, 
has always been a dominant passion for Jude. Being part of the Peter Pan production, 
where she got to know and work with amazingly talented people while balancing school 
and other commitments, proved to be one of her most challenging yet rewarding 
memories at Mulgrave. Jude has been accepted to Western University and University of 
Toronto but intends to study Commerce at UBC’s Sauder School of Business.

JUDE ARAFEH



Emma joined Mulgrave in Kindergarten, and it was at that young age that she made 
one of her favourite memories: growing butterflies. Throughout her time at Mulgrave, 
Emma has been a passionate swimmer both for the school and at club level. In Grade 12, 
Emma enjoyed the responsibilities of being the Senior Swim Team Captain and coach 
to the Junior Swim Team, as both roles brought her the satisfaction of knowing that 
she was giving back to her community. Her peers have greatly appreciated her efforts 
on the Grad Committee, especially in the organising of a wonderful Semi Formal at the 
Stanley Park Pavilion. Emma will also be remembered for her baking, especially her 
ginger snaps. Next year, Emma is following her passion for the outdoors and will be 
studying Environmental and Resource Management at the University of New Brunswick.

EMMA BERTON

Virtually a Mulgrave lifer, Georgia joined the school in Grade 1. She has contributed to 
Mulgrave in many ways: a student ambassador during Open Houses, a member of the 
Middle School student council, and this year, on the Grad Committee, where one of her 
major roles was designing and ordering the Grad jackets. Anyone who knows Georgia, 
however, understands that her true passion is dance. During her time at Mulgrave, 
she has managed to balance an extremely demanding professional programme in 
dance at Arts Umbrella with the IB programme at Mulgrave. This has been especially 
challenging throughout the DP years, but Georgia, through dedication, determination 
and extraordinary time management skills, has succeeded in completing two full-time 
rigourous programmes while maintaining excellent academic achievement and dancing 
at a world-class level. In addition, she has begun teaching dance to young beginners. 
Next year will see Georgia continuing her dance training at Arts Umbrella, where she 
will enter a highly competitive two-year graduate programme. In the long term, she may 
pursue business studies at university, but for now, Georgia is following her passion.

GEORGIA BODDEZ

Mulgrave will lack a little of its current ‘magic’ next year without Bryson. Having 
joined the Mulgrave community back in the Primary Years Programme, Bryson 
has made his presence felt in many ways. He has been a member of the Green 
Team since Middle School and took on leadership roles in Grades 11 and 12. Happy 
to stand out from the crowd, as evidenced by his unparalleled style, Bryson has 
demonstrated his rare talents through many talent show dance performances, 
which always inspired the audience to demand an encore. Bryson’s favourite 
memory of his many years here was the Grade 9 trip to Eastern Canada through 
which he experienced a whole new side of Canadian culture. Bryson hopes he will 
be able to keep in contact with the friends he has made here as he travels out of 
Vancouver to Ryerson University to study film and cinematography.

BRYSON BOURCHIER



John has been at Mulgrave since Grade 9 and has demonstrated, throughout the past 
four years, a passion for building Lego creations using 3-D software. They actually 
look like sculptures and are truly marvellous to behold. John was very excited to 
write a physics-centred Extended Essay on coil guns, and in the process, he learned 
a great deal about magnetic fields and the laws of electromagnetic induction. He has 
also been a loyal member of our badminton squad and played an important role in 
contributing to the success of both the Junior and Senior Badminton Teams. John 
is a true risk taker who won’t shy away from a challenge; he even tried the sport of 
parkour but broke his arm while trying to descend a staircase without touching any of 
the steps. Other involvements include the Green Team, Digital Goods, the Tea Club, 
and the Design Club. Next year, John plans to utilise his tremendous problem-solving 
skills and creativity to study engineering at the University of British Columbia.

JOHN (HAN YUE) CAO

Zhenni has been a proud member of the Mulgrave community since entering the 
Senior School in Grade 10. She was an instant hit with the Upper School as a member 
of the infamous K-Pop Dance Club. Zhenni is truly a well-balanced student who 
extends herself and excels in many aspects of learning. This is evidenced by her 
participation and accomplishments in a vast array of activities, such as badminton, 
golf, K-Pop Dance Club, Anime Club and GEO trips. In fact, one of her best memories 
of her years as a Senior student includes the GEO trip to Kenya where Zhenni was 
overwhelmed by the many amazing people she met and the unforgettable experiences 
she had. Zhenni is looking forward to meeting some more amazing people as she 
heads off to study film in university next year at one of the many schools that have 
offered her places, including the University of Toronto, SFU, Boston University, 
Syracuse University, UC Davis, UC Irvine, DePaul University, and UBC. 

ZHEN NI CHEN

Krista has been at Mulgrave since the ninth grade and has enjoyed the many sports 
and clubs that the school had to offer all while establishing long-lasting friendships. 
Throughout her time at Mulgrave, Krista has been an integral part of the student 
body. Her active role in leadership, service and the arts was highlighted through her 
involvement with the Prefect and Graduation Committees. Krista had an integral role 
in organising multiple school initiatives such as Digital Good, Action for Esther and 
We Day. As well, she added her artistic flair to our Upper School production of Slayer 
by taking on the role of makeup artist. Krista’s greatest memories come from going 
on school trips throughout her years here at Mulgrave. Her favourite trip was Eastern 
Canada in Grade 9; the friendships and memories she made during the trip made her 
first year one to remember. Krista has been accepted and will be attending the British 
Columbia Institute of Technology where she will study interior design. 

KRISTA COOK



Kris joined Mulgrave in Grade 6. Well known for his determination and perseverance, 
Kris is one of our top academic students. He is strong in all areas but especially in 
the sciences where he is targeting top scores. Being an outstanding Mulgravian, Kris 
has demonstrated much success in the other strands of education as well. As an 
athlete, Kris has played for the school basketball and volleyball teams, but it is in the 
field of karate where Kris has excelled, representing BC and Canada in a number of 
competitions. Kris has also shown commitment to service as a karate coach and as a 
member of MERT and the Service Action Council. In the arts, Kris has maintained his 
personal interest in sketching and drawing and has developed a passion for yoyoing, 
being able to do incredible things with this apparently simple toy. Kris’ favourite 
Mulgrave memory is of the Eastern Canada trip in Grade 9 where he remembers 
shopping in old Quebec to buy a scarf for his mum (‘the best mum ever’). Next year, 
Kris aims to take a gap year in Japan where he will pursue his love of karate, learn 
deeply about Japanese culture and think about what he wants to do next.

KRISTOPHER COPPIN

Ahmed joined Mulgrave in Grade 4 and has made an outstanding contribution to this 
community. He has acted as a Student Ambassador, served on MSAC and SSAC and the 
Global Week Executive and is currently both a Prefect and Curie House Captain. He has, 
since Grade 4, played basketball and is very proud of the fact that the team reached the 
Provincials in both Grades 11 and 12. He participated in debate and public speaking and, in 
his Senior years, has given back by acting as a judge. He is also passionate about theatre 
and has performed in many school plays; he has particularly fond memories of the first 
Grease. Ahmed, who raised $1500 for Balding for Dollars, was also the recipient of a 
West Vancouver Youth Appreciation award. His favourite memory of Mulgrave is taking 
place right now as he is about to become a graduate of the IB Diploma Programme—
something which still amazes him. Ahmed has been offered places at Carleton, Western, 
SFU, University of Toronto, McGill and the University of Ottawa and has earned several 
scholarships. He is leaning towards studying international relations and business at 
Western University. Ahmed’s good humour, fabulous smile, and kindness will be missed.

AHMED DHARAMSI

Roy, who joined the Mulgrave community in Grade 10, has enjoyed the challenges of the 
Diploma Programme. He has been notable for his devotion to academics and has achieved 
both Honour Roll and Principal’s List standing during his time at Mulgrave. Roy’s favourite 
memory of Mulgrave took place in his first year here — at the Rivers Inlet camp where he 
was introduced to the joys of fishing. Roy, who is a member of the Prefect Committee, serves 
on the Athletic Council as well. He has found his role as the scorekeeping coordinator this 
year to be both interesting and, at times, challenging. Roy has also been a member of both 
the Cross Country and the Basketball Teams, and he has thoroughly enjoyed participating in 
both of these athletic endeavours. As Roy is interested in business, he took the initiative to 
form an Investment Club and, this year, the club participated in a national stock simulation 
competition for the first time; this was definitely one highlight of the year for Roy. The 
University of Bath, University of St. Andrews, Western, and the University of Toronto have all 
offered Roy places next year, and he has decided to study at Rotman Commerce within the 
University of Toronto. Roy’s quiet determination and thoughtful comments will be missed.

ROY (XINGYU) GAO



Joanne joined Mulgrave in her Grade 11 year. During the past two years at our school 
and in homeroom, she has made friends through her fantastic sense of humour 
and quiet sense of community. She has a passion for psychology and visual arts, 
where she has inspired the community with her art pieces, and she has carried 
this passion through to her work in the Digital Club. She has also volunteered at 
the Vancouver Art Gallery and, within the school, she has offered her time to keep 
score at volleyball and basketball games. Joanne has acceptances from a number 
of universities, including UCLA, University of California, San Diego, University of 
Michigan, NYU and the University of Southern California. Joanne shows that she 
values others in the small details of everything she does; there is no doubt that this 
quality will see her through to success in any field of study she chooses.

JOANNE (YEONJAE) GO

Spencer has been a student at Mulgrave since Grade 10 and has thoroughly enjoyed 
his three years here. Spencer is appreciated by his peers and faculty alike for his good 
humour and quirky wit. From the very start, it was clear he had a zest for life and 
soccer. Spencer and his friend, Karl-Lukas, often had to be stopped from practising 
their soccer skills in the hallways. Spencer has been a phenomenal player on the Senior 
Boys Soccer Team and was instrumental in helping his team reach the Provincials in 
both Grades 11 and 12. As well, Spencer served on the Model United Nations, Student 
Voice, and Service Action Council. He also showed his school spirit and inspired it in 
others as Captain for Smith House. Spencer has indicated that his most memorable 
moments at Mulgrave were the good memories of spending quality time with 
classmates and friends. Next year, Spencer hopes to study at the University of Toronto.

SPENCER GILES

A Mulgrave lifer, Chelsea has been a cherished member of our school community 
since Kindergarten. She has certainly taken advantage of every opportunity that 
the Mulgrave experience provides; the list of activities and clubs that she has been 
involved in while at our school is too long to list here! However, it is noteworthy that 
Chelsea has had a role in every theatrical production since Grade 7, and through her 
involvement, she has become a cornerstone of the Performing Arts programme. Her 
passion for theatre does not take away from her love of song as she also has been 
a member of at least one choir at Mulgrave since Grade 3. Chelsea has shared her 
passion for the arts by being a Kindergarten ballet teacher and by being a leader on 
the Arts Council. It seems that her love of the performing arts started early as her 
favourite memory is Friday morning assemblies in the Junior School. Chelsea has 
been accepted to study arts at the University of British Columbia in the fall.

CHELSEA HENRY



Madelaine, otherwise know as Maddy, joined the Mulgrave community two years ago in 
Grade 11. Over the course of both years, she eagerly participated on the school’s Cross 
Country Team, and this year, she also worked to make many positive contributions as 
a member of the Grad Committee. Maddy’s true passion, however, is soccer; she plays 
on and coaches for teams in the local community. Not one to be pigeonholed, Maddy is, 
as well, a true artist, and her fine art display at the Diploma Programme Arts Reception 
was breathtaking, showing that her love of sport is well balanced by her love of art. 
Maddy’s favourite memories of her Grade 12 year include all the grad events in which 
she participated, most notably the Grad Sleepover. Maddy has been accepted to the 
University of British Columbia, Bishop’s University, and the University of Victoria. She 
has decided to pursue a degree in general arts at UBC starting in September.

MADELAINE HERUNTER

Rachael has been a proud member of the Mulgrave community since entering the 
Senior School in Grade 10. Her many memories of her years here include her roles 
as a member of MERT, the Grad Committee, Debate Club, Student Voice, Model 
United Nations, volleyball, and swimming, all while maintaining her position on the 
Principal’s List. Despite the high demands of the IB Programme, Rachael was able 
to relax on her weekends, spending time skiing. This year, completing a double 
black run was one of her most notable athletic achievements. Looking forward, 
Rachael can expect many more new firsts as she heads out of our doors and into 
the ‘real world’. Rachael has acceptances from a number of prestigious universities 
including Western, Queen’s, Carleton, Toronto, the University of St. Andrews, 
and the University of Edinburgh and has been offered thousands of dollars in 
scholarships to attend a number of these schools.

RACHAEL HERZ

Hanson joined Mulgrave in Grade 11. Since joining, he has immersed himself 
by taking part in the Senior School Jazz Band and participating on Mulgrave’s 
Badminton Team. Hanson enjoys playing music as a method of relieving stress 
from his busy life, and he has even begun composing his own music. He is also 
highly regarded for his chess abilities and has been known to occasionally beat Ms. 
Clark. Hanson’s major service commitment has been participating as a volunteer 
scorekeeper for basketball games. This year, he has been able to serve as a 
mentor to new students who are learning to scorekeep and this has helped him 
develop a new patience when teaching others. Next year, Hanson plans to attend 
the University of British Columbia for either engineering or science.

HANSON (ZHEN FENG) HUANG



When joining us in Grade 11, Harriet immediately stood out for her passion for math 
and all things science. One of her favourite memories was the Group 4 Project where 
she could indulge in her love of nature in the beautiful scenery of Vancouver Island. 
Much more than your average nature-lover, however, she won the National Biology 
Scholar Certificate from the University of Toronto for the ‘Achievement in Biology’ 
Competition, and she was also awarded a Certificate of Achievement in the Avogadro 
Chemistry Exam from the University of Waterloo. She translated her love of science 
into contributing to the life of the school by being part of the Science Club and 
tutoring others in math and science. Harriet also served on the Lions Gate Hospital 
Youth Advisory Committee, participated in the Mulgrave Senior School Choir and 
Band, the Basketball B team and the Tech Crew. She has acceptances at the University 
of California at Los Angeles, Imperial College London and has earned a scholarship 
to New York University. While she is still undecided as to where she will attend, she 
knows she will pursue her passion for the medical sciences wherever she goes.

HARRIET (HAYOON) JUNG

Anniqa has been at Mulgrave since Grade 5. An enthusiastic and talented student, Anniqa 
has always wanted to be involved in everything. As co-chair of the Middle and Senior 
School Service Action Council and a member of numerous local community organisations, 
Anniqa continually demonstrated her passion for helping others. Elected as this year’s 
Head Girl, Anniqa is well respected by her peers and is a natural ambassador for the 
school. Anniqa’s commitment to athletics at Mulgrave is outstanding as she has been a 
key player on the Basketball, Volleyball, Tennis and Soccer Teams. She is most proud of 
her basketball silver place finish in 2015 at Provincials. She has earned Silver and Bronze 
Awards in the Duke of Ed programme. Her leadership portfolio includes being captain of 
the Senior Girls Basketball Team, House Captain (and Deputy) for Churchill and coach of 
two Junior Basketball teams. Anniqa has won countless awards including the Chairman’s 
Cup in both Junior and Middle School, MS Athlete of the Year and numerous Senior 
academic and athletic awards. Anniqa will be continuing her studies at Georgetown 
University next year where she is is enroled in the Biology of Global Health programme.

ANNIQA KARMALI

Yi Ling joined Mulgrave in Grade 10 and thoroughly enjoyed the Rivers Inlet trip soon 
after her arrival. She has participated in several activities, including badminton and 
Mulgrave’s first Korean pop (K-Pop) dance club. Her badminton coach has noticed 
gradual improvement in the past two years; she has developed into a formidable 
opponent by learning to keep her eye on the birdie and to move her feet. The dance 
moves she has learned as a member of the K-Pop dance club have helped in this regard. 
Yiling has also been the leader of the Vancouver Secondary School Alliance Association 
for almost two years. In her role, she has worked to facilitate the unification of high 
school clubs and councils across the Lower Mainland to connect and pool resources in 
order to make a greater impact. During this period, she has learned how to collaborate 
effectively with others and developed several team management strategies. She has also 
been instrumental in preparing for Lunar New Year celebrations. In September, Yiling 
plans to study economics and hotel management at the University of Edinburgh.

YI LING JIN



Keeyan joined Mulgrave in Grade 8 and since his start as a student here, he has enjoyed 
participating in the many co-curricular experiences that the school has offered. In his 
five years at Mulgrave, Keeyan has been involved in several clubs and teams. Keeyan was 
involved with Mulgrave’s Digital Good Committee and has been an active member of the 
Rock Climbing Club. He used his passion and skills in rock climbing to keep active and 
has achieved several ‘personal bests’ in this sport. Keeyan has recently been focussing 
his time on learning a programming language (C+), which will help him in his post-
secondary education. Keeyan takes great pride in his academics and has taken on his 
IB exams with confidence. One of Keeyan’s favourite moments at Mulgrave was finally 
moving into the new Senior School and being able to use the bean bag chairs. Keeyan 
has been accepted to many Canadian universities and has decided to study Computer 
Science at Simon Fraser University where he has also received an entrance scholarship.   

KEEYAN KAZEMI

Salina joined the Mulgrave community in Grade 11. Her favourite memory is 
that she was up to the challenge of completing all of her Internal Assessments 
and the Extended Essay. She had felt daunted by the idea of completing these 
academic challenges and is proud of her accomplishments. Salina has performed 
exceptionally well in her academics since she arrived at Mulgrave and is to be 
commended for her efforts. Salina identifies her child care community service as 
her most noteworthy co-curricular achievement; as well, she is proud to have not 
missed a single yoga class since she started attending these classes on a bi-weekly 
basis. Rounding out her involvement in Mulgave’s extra-curricular offerings, Salina 
was also a member of the Mulgrave Badminton Team. Next year, Salina hopes to 
study in her home country of Korea to be closer to her friends and family.

SALINA (JUNG YOON) KIM

Soraiya joined Mulgrave in Kindergarten and has made outstanding contributions 
to the school and community throughout the years. She has been active in Project 
Backpack, Dragons’ Den, World Partnership Walk, and both the Senior and Middle 
School Service Action Councils. She has also been part of MERT, served as Senior 
Prefect, been involved in many theatrical productions and choirs, and played on 
the Volleyball and Tennis Teams. For her valuable contributions, Soraiya has been 
recognised over the years with numerous awards, including an award for the most 
funds raised in Canada for the World Partnership Walk, Global Leadership Awards, 
the West Vancouver Community Leadership Award and the Ismaili Students’ total 
recognition award. An excellent all-around student, she was the recipient of this year’s 
Extended Essay Award. Memories Soraiya will always treasure of her time in Mulgrave 
include her involvement in the productions of Slayer and Peter Pan. Soraiya plans to study 
sciences with the goal of pursuing medicine or dentistry at UBC or Western University.  

SORAIYA LALANI



Emme has been at Mulgrave since Grade 7. Characterised by a deep passion for 
learning, she is one of our top academic students, has been heavily involved in service, 
athletics and the arts, and has been elected by her teachers and peers as Mulgrave’s 
Deputy Head Girl. In athletics, Emme has been a top performer as a member of our 
basketball and volleyball teams. In the past year, Emme has suffered a concussion, 
but to her credit, she has taken on coaching teams as well as developing her running 
and fitness abilities. In the arts, Emme is an outstanding pianist and in true style, 
she has used this skill for the benefit of others by playing regularly in a senior’s care 
home. In addition to this service commitment, Emme has been extensively involved 
in a variety of ways in service to our own school community including in leadership 
positions with the Service Action Council and MERT. As a Grade 12 student and 
Senior Prefect, it has been Emme’s role to mentor other service leaders in the 
school, and she has modelled this for others to follow. Emme will go to Western 
University next year where she has received one of their few national scholarships.

EMME LEE

Mulgrave was fortunate to gain an athlete and an artist when Zoe joined Mulgrave as 
a Grade 8 student. Although Zoe was not enroled in the DP Visual Arts class, she has 
been working through a self-directed painting programme, producing thoughtful 
and powerful images. She is also a powerful and passionate soccer and field hockey 
player and has given back to the local community through her work with the 
underprivileged population of Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. In her time here at 
Mulgrave, Zoe has developed into a driven, focussed and organised student. These 
attributes, however, are not to be overshadowed by her fantastic and contagious 
ability to laugh and the ease with which she forges friendships. Zoe has received 
offers from Acadia, Bishops, Calgary, Carleton, St. Francis Xavier, Waterloo, Western 
and Wilfred Laurier. She has decided to attend Western University in the fall to 
study kinesiology and sciences. We wish Zoe well in her endeavours.

ZOE LEONARD

Milla’s Mulgrave experience began in Grade 7. She has a clear passion for athletics, so 
Milla has been a strong Mulgrave competitor in outdoor ed, swimming, cross country, 
track and field, and of course, basketball. Milla’s favourite memories encompass 
this love of sport and include hiking the Juan de Fuca Trail as part of the Duke of 
Edinburgh Silver trip, the Grade 10 camp to Rivers Inlet, and a plethora of wonderful 
basketball recollections, including the Hawaii tournament. Sports elicit leadership 
qualities and, indeed, Milla has donned many leadership roles from membership on 
the Prefect and Grad Committees, to organising the Semi Formal dance and Grad Ball. 
Her dedication and collaborative spirit have been positive influences on the entire 
student body. Milla is excited to study sciences, and after receiving multiple offers, 
she is choosing between the University of British Columbia and the University of 
Victoria. She is considering veterinary school and plans to volunteer at a dog and cat 
rescue center in Thailand for a month during her second year of university. 

MILLA LARJAVA



Alex joined Mulgrave in Grade 7. His favourite memory is the Eastern Canada trip 
where he experienced a new aspect of Canadian culture and made lasting memories 
with good friends. Alex has been involved in a number of clubs during his time at 
Mulgrave. He has been a member of the Digital Goods and Green Team Clubs, and 
in particular, he has been a member of the Green Team Club for a number of years. 
Moreover, Alex extended himself beyond the walls of Mulgrave and participated in 
the Model United Nations Club. In addition to his participation in these school and 
community initiatives, Alex demonstrated the diversity of his interests by being 
involved in rugby, volleyball, badminton and basketball. Alex’s varied contributions 
will undoubtedly continue as he pursues his aspirations in business and attends 
Atlanta’s Emory University in the fall. We wish Alex the best of luck. 

ALEX (LI YIN) LI

Annika joined the Mulgrave community in Grade 9 and throughout the years has 
shown herself to be a thoughtful, creative and gentle individual. In addition to 
managing her academic career, she is a talented and inspirational artist, a soulful 
singer, and a skillful dancer. She was rewarded for her dancing at the Surrey 
Cultural Dance festival last year. During her three years at Mulgrave, Annika has 
shown her consideration and care for others as a peer math tutor and as a good 
friend. A truly rounded individual, she has been part of the Multicultural Club 
and has also played on the Badminton Team. She has developed as a student and 
as a communicator; her smile has been described as ‘a thing of beauty’. After 
considering several options, Annika has decided to attend the University of British 
Columbia in the coming school year. We wish her all the very best.

ANNIKA (SHANG YUN) LI

Weiyun has been at Mulgrave since Grade 5. During her seven years at Mulgrave, she has 
impressed peers and faculty with her passion for reading what appeared to be at least 
one book per day. Weiyun has been involved in a whole host of co-curricular activities. 
Weiyun’s artistic side was evident in her participation as a member of the school choir 
and band; however, she also balanced this with an adventurous Duke of Edinburgh hiking 
trip in Grade 10. Furthermore, she has been volunteering at the local Senior Centre and 
has been a member of the school’s Anime, Mandarin and Sparks Clubs. She has also 
acted as a student ambassador and scorekeeper for school games. Weiyun indicated that 
her memorable Mulgrave experience was meeting her friends and teachers here, whose 
bond she hopes to keep after graduation. Other high points include achieving a level ‘7’ 
on her mock examinations in Mandarin. Weiyun has already received acceptances from 
the University of Toronto, Carleton in Ottawa, and Queen’s in Kingston. Next year, she 
plans to study at Rotman Commerce within the University of Toronto. For the future, she 
hopes to travel the world, learn new languages, and experience different cultures.

WEIYUN LI



Lucas joined Mulgrave in Grade 11. Since joining, he has immersed himself in student 
life by taking part in the Senior School Concert and Jazz Bands as well as by playing on 
Mulgrave’s Badminton Team. Lucas has become known for his impressive saxophone 
solos. He has found that playing the saxophone allows him to connect with others on a 
different level and finds it a unique method of catharsis for him. His favourite memory 
while at Mulgrave was his band performance during Mulgrave’s Winter Concert this 
year. To support the Mulgrave community, Lucas participated as a volunteer with the 
Green Team and has been a scorekeeper for basketball games. He has earned numerous 
math awards such as the Certificate of Distinction in Canadian Senior Mathematics and 
the Canadian Open Mathematics Challenge Award; as well, he was recognised for his 
performance on the School Champions of Fermat contest. These contests opened his 
eyes to his niche in mathematics, and next year, Lucas plans to follow in the footsteps of 
one of his idols, Nobel Laureate Charles Kuen Kao (the father of fibre optics), and study 
in the UK. He plans to attend Imperial College London for software engineering where 
he can begin his goal of standing at the forefront of research in his concentration.

LUCAS (CHUANQING) LU

 
Did you know that Phillip loves kite surfing? I think the appeal for him is the freedom 
to soar, to respond intuitively to the breezes and gusts, and thus to challenge the limits 
of his ability. Phillip has taken this approach in his school days, too, ever since Grade 
3 when he first came to Mulgrave. Phillip is very sociable, so it is not surprising that 
the highlight of his 10 years is being with all his friends in Mr. Olynyk’s homeroom in 
Grade 8. Over the years, Phillip has pursued many different interests whilst finding his 
life’s purpose. On the sports field, he competed in judo and biathlon, ran cross country, 
played basketball and works out in the gym. He debated at Model United Nations, 
served on the Tech Crew and was a school ambassador. At one stage, he considered an 
engineering career and went to an engineering summer camp in Cambridge. However, 
it is on stage where Phillip feels that he comes alive and where he experiences the 
creative passion described by Ken Robinson. Only time will tell if the stage will become 
Phillip’s lifetime career. In the meantime, Phillip will be studying criminology at Simon 
Fraser University – maybe one day he will be the lead in CSI Vancouver.

PHILLIP MARTIN

Since John came to Mulgrave in Grade 10, he has embraced the four strands of school 
life with enthusiasm. John’s commitment to school and extracurricular activities has 
been recognised in his report cards by his teachers through constant ‘Excellent’ effort 
grades and consistently making Honour Roll throughout the years. For John, mathematic-
related subjects have always been his favourite. If there were one thing he would like to 
remember, it is the feeling of pride and accomplishment that came with his Physics IA 
result. In addition to his academics, John has also taken leadership roles in the Digital 
Good Club, the ME to WE Kenya Trip, and as Deputy House Captain. Furthermore, John 
has been a player for the Senior Basketball, Senior Soccer, Cross Country, and Badminton 
Teams, as well as a member of the Senior Jazz Band. These activities have all enriched his 
life beyond academics and have helped him to remain balanced in his pursuits. John has 
been accepted into UBC, University of Toronto, Durham University and the University of 
Edinburgh. He has decided to study science at the University of Toronto.

JOHN (YU ZHE) LI



Zoe has been at Mulgrave since Grade 8 and in that time has participated in myriad 
activities both in and out of the school. Over the years, she has been a member of 
Digital Good, Senior Service Action Council, Grad Committee and the Senior Prefect 
Team. In regards to athletics, Zoe has been an integral part of the Senior Girls’ 
Basketball, Cross Country and Tennis Teams. She learned to sail and volunteered at the 
Eagle Harbour Yacht Club and played field hockey outside of school. When asked to 
pick a favourite Mulgrave memory, Zoe stated that she honestly could not pick just one. 
The Eastern Canada trip, Semi Formal and the mutual feeling of accomplishment and 
relief after finishing her mock exams are all highlights. Zoe received acceptances and 
scholarships to a number of Canadian universities, including $12,000 to attend Acadia, 
as well as an entrance scholarship to McGill. Zoe intends to attend the University of 
British Columbia in the Faculty of Arts with the end goal of a degree in psychology. 

ZOE MORIN

A relative newcomer to Mulgrave, Lizzy joined only this year and in that time has 
integrated herself well into her new environment and contributed to the community. 
She joined the Mulgrave Basketball Team and the Grad Committee, and as part of 
her service commitment, she worked with the homeless population at Oppenheimer 
Park. She found a special sense of achievement and privelege to do hands-on work 
and to hear different perspectives and views on life from the people she interacted 
with. Although moving to a new country and school was challenging for Lizzy, 
especially considering that she had never lived in North America before, she was able 
to adapt to her unfamiliar circumstances, meet challenges with a remarkable sense 
of groundedness, and feel happy to have made friends and experienced this new 
environment. Lizzy achieved solid success in her new school and was the deserving 
recipient of the G12 Economics Award as a result of her steadfast efforts. Lizzy was 
accepted, among other American universities, to her first choice, Gettysburg College 
in Pennsylvania, where she will study biology and environmental sciences.

ELISABETH O’LEARY

Ace joined Mulgrave in Grade 5. Ace has probably been one of the most hardworking 
students in one of our most hardworking student cohorts. She has striven to achieve 
her personal best across a range of academic subjects, constantly pushing herself to 
reach the next level. Despite this academic focus, Ace has been involved in a wide 
range of activities across the other strands of education. These include being a key 
member of all three choirs, a member of the Badminton Team and contributing to 
a wide range of service activities including the Arts Council, Service Action Council, 
library volunteer and Prefect. Ace also demonstrated her leadership skills in one 
of her areas of real passion: the Design Club. Here she worked over several years 
with a team of student designers to produce many posters for school events and 
productions. Ace’s favourite memory at Mulgrave is when she went on the French 
trip with Madame Soper. Given her academic focus and her all-round portfolio, it 
is not surprising that Ace has received multiple offers from prestigious universities. 
She has decided to study at New York University next year. Best of luck, Ace.

ACE (YA MAN) PAI



Kelli has been a Mulgravian since Grade 10 and has been an exemplary school citizen for 
the past three years. She has participated in myriad activities both in and out of school. 
She has been a member of Mulgrave’s Volleyball Teams, the Jazz and Chamber Choirs, 
the Duke of Ed programme, the Student Ambassador programme, and the ME-to-WE 
service trip to Kenya. Kelli volunteered as a tutor in math, science and Mandarin, at the 
West Vancouver Care Centre and at West Vancouver Memorial Library. As well, she took 
leadership roles as a Prefect and on the House Board Council. Kelli indicated that her 
most memorable Mulgrave moment was when she earned a ‘7’ on her first Chemistry 
test after switching from visual arts after the first term in Grade 11. Other unforgettable 
activities were the Grade 10 Rivers Inlet Camp and the Duke of Ed Gold kayaking 
expedition. She has received university acceptances from SFU, Waterloo, McMasters, 
UBC, the University of Toronto and McGill. Kelli has been awarded a $5,000 academic and 
research scholarship from Waterloo, a $7,000 IB excellence scholarship from SFU and a 
$2,000 academic scholarship from McGill. Kelli plans on studying life and health sciences.

KELLI (TIAN YU) QI

Hannah joined the Mulgrave community in Kindergarten and has been involved in many 
activities that include leading Digital Good and ME-to-WE Clubs. Hannah served as Senior 
Prefect this year and filled the role admirably. She has also served as the captain of the 
Cross Country, Badminton and Volleyball Teams, been a member of MERT, volunteered for 
St. John’s Ambulance and plays the piano. Hannah, a highly accomplished pianist, scored the 
highest mark in the North Shore Region for Level 10 Piano with the Royal Conservatory of 
Music, Community Enhancement. A highlight of Hannah’s academic career at Mulgrave was 
doing Exhibition in Grade 6, the first large-scale collaborative project she had ever done; 
it taught her important skills that she has used throughout her Upper School experience. 
Hannah is planning to attend University of Calgary to study health or biomedical science. In 
addition to numerous university acceptances, Hannah received a plethora of scholarships:  
Queen’s Chancellor’s Scholarship ($36,000), SFU IB Excellence ($7,000), Western 
Automatic Scholarship ($10,000) and most recently, the Schulich Leadership Scholarship 
from the University of Calgary and Simon Fraser University ($60,000 each). 

HANNAH RAHIM

Shelly joined Mulgrave in Grade 7 and has fully immersed herself in life at Mulgrave by 
taking part as a Student Ambassador, Senior Prefect, as a leader on the Arts Council 
and as a member of both the Middle and Senior Service Action Councils. Additionally, 
she has been a member of Mulgrave’s Tennis, Cross Country, Badminton, Volleyball 
and Basketball Teams. Shelly has rounded out her service commitments and academic 
achievements with her participation in the arts. She has been involved in choir, Zoom, 
band and the string ensemble. She has done this all while maintaining an incredible art 
portfolio outside of school. Her favourite Mulgrave memory will be achieving her goal for 
her predicted grades, which she worked very hard for. One of her largest contributions 
to Mulgrave was the support she provided for the artistic community. Shelly has been 
accepted to a range of prestigious art schools including the New School at Parsons, Otis 
College of Art and Design, and California College of the Arts. Shelly has recently decided 
to attend the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California. She plans on studying 
product design and has been awarded a major scholarship for her three-year programme.

SHELLY (SOYOUNG) PARK



Gregory arrived in Grade 5 and immediately began to embrace student life at Mulgrave 
by joining both the Rugby and Soccer Teams. By Grade 6, Gregory was already on 
his way toward achieving leadership success. This early foray toward leadership has 
continued throughout his high school experience into the areas of the Mulgrave 
Emergency Response Team, Digital Good, Senior Service Action Council, and student 
ambassadorship. Gregory’s personal project is one of his favourite memories as 
it signifies how one can achieve a great output when putting in much energy and 
dedication. Gregory’s intense work ethic was once again evident within his soccer 
team this year as his team put forth great effort, culminating with a Community Cup 
win. We will miss Gregory’s kind and steadfast nature, as well as his love of cookies. 
Gregory is excited to study arts at either the University of British Columbia or McGill. 

GREGORY READ

Hunter has been at Mulgrave since Grade 10 and in that time has participated in myriad 
activities both in and out of school. Over the years, he has been a member of Mulgrave 
Public Square/Student Voice, Senior Service Action Council and the Senior Prefect 
team. A well-rounded individual, Hunter has not only been a member of the Mulgrave 
Basketball and Soccer Teams, but he also has volunteered as a student ambassador 
during open houses and participated in Model United Nations. He was an integral 
member of the cast of both the 2015 and 2016 school theatre productions: Slayer and 
Peter Pan. Hunter’s true passion is flying, and as a result, he has earned a glider pilot’s 
licence, as well as a private pilot’s licence. Hunter’s dedication to Air Cadets resulted in 
him being awarded the Lord Strathcona Medal, bestowed upon a Cadet in recognition 
of exemplary performance in physical and military training; furthermore, Hunter 
has been awarded $60,000 through the Air Cadet programme. Hunter has received 
acceptance to a number of universities, including UBC and Ryerson University. He is 
considering forestry or criminology as the field of study for his major.

HUNTER RIGATTI

Since Sara came to Mulgrave in Grade 9, she has embraced the four strands with 
complete dedication. Her enthusiasm, creativity and passion for learning have 
been an inspiration to her peers. Sara maintained incredible commitment to 
activities both in and outside of school whilst working at a high level in all her 
subjects. Her huge heart for service is reflected in her dedication as a Science 
Club organiser and lab assistant, fencing coach, and through Youth Philanthropy 
Council of the West Vancouver Community Foundation or YAHU, a North Shore 
youth-run organisation. On the creative side, her piano playing is an area where 
Sara continues to challenge herself as much as possible. Two memories from the 
past four years stand out for Sara: Eastern Canada where she made wonderful 
friends while having amazing experiences and completing her Extended Essay 
which she describes as one of the most valuable aspects of the IB Diploma 
Programme. Sara has been an outstanding Mulgrave ambassador and will certainly 
maintain her commitment to others as she studies science in Ottawa next year.

SARA SHAHBAZ



Carl has been at Mulgrave since Kindergarten and has taken full advantage of the rich 
array of experiences that the school has offered him. Throughout his many years at 
Mulgrave, Carl has been an integral part of the student body. His active role in both 
leadership and athletics were exemplified through his involvement with the Senior 
Prefect team, Senior Service Action Council, MERT, and many Spirit Week committees. 
Carl also has been  involved in the school Jazz and Vocal Band, giving outstanding 
performances at many shows and school assemblies. As well, he was an integral member 
of the Senior Boys Soccer Team in his final years at the school. Carl has received awards 
for his outstanding commitment to service, leadership and athletics, but most recently, 
he was named this year’s Valedictorian, as voted in by his classmates. He has many great 
memories from his K-12 experience, but the fondest are those made on the Grade 9 
kayak trip, especially when he learnt that his kayak partner, Bishr, hadn’t paddled for 
the entire trip. In the fall, Carl will be going to the University of Victoria where he has 
received a major entrance scholarship for his outstanding academic achievements.

CARL STEFFENS

Karl-Lukas joined the Mulgrave community in Grade 6. During his time here, he 
has fully engaged and excelled in initiatives across the four strands of school life. 
He has been a member of the Green Team, Athletics Council, Luther King’s House 
Leadership team, and Middle School Service Action Council while also performing 
in the String Ensemble and Orchestra Choir. It is in athletics, however, where Karl-
Lukas has made his greatest impact. He has been instrumental in helping engender 
a culture of success in our soccer, tennis, badminton, swimming, and most recently, 
rugby programmes. Karl-Lukas has been accepted to the University of British 
Columbia, Simon Fraser University, and the University of Victoria. He has decided to 
pursue a degree in humanities at UVic in September. All the best, Karl-Lukas!

KARL-LUKAS STEINIGER

Jordan has been at Mulgrave since Grade 4. During this time, he has been a member 
of the Junior School service leadership teams, Middle School Service Action Council, 
Senior School Service Action Council, and Mulgrave Public Square; he is currently the 
Chair of the Grad Committee. Jordan is well respected by his peers; he was appointed 
as the Deputy Captain for Smith and was elected as a Senior Prefect. Jordan has been 
involved in the Mulgrave athletic programmes, most significantly as a member of the 
Volleyball Team. Most notably, Jordan has developed an amazing passion for film. 
He has competed in the annual Zoom Film Festival since Grade 7, winning a number 
of awards and nominations. He was awarded the ‘Filmmaker of the Year’ award two 
years in a row and used his talent to create a number of films within the community. 
It is, therefore, no surprise that he is continuing his studies at Chapman University 
to study film in their Television Writing and Production programme. Chapman has 
awarded him the Chancellor’s Scholarship in the amount of $88,000.

JORDAN SOMANI



Meagan joined Mulgrave in Grade 8 and instantly involved herself in everything 
to do with performance. Meagan has been dancing competitively for the North 
Shore Academy of Dance for the past eight years as both a dancer and an assistant 
teacher. In addition to her extensive performance and competition schedule outside 
of school, she also has played a large role in the Mulgrave productions and was the 
lead in last year’s school production of Slayer.  Meagan has shown dedication to her 
peers and the Mulgrave community not only as a Senior Prefect this year, but also 
as a member of the Grad Committee. Her many talents, however, extend beyond 
her artistic flair and her strong leadership ability. Outside of Mulgrave, Meagan has 
played field   hockey for most of her school - aged years and only stopped this year 
to make more time for her academics. Meagan’s work ethic and love of learning has 
earned her a regular spot on the Honour Roll, and she was also the recipient of the 
Bard Award last year. Despite her affinity for the performing arts, Meagan will be 
continuing her studies at the University of Waterloo in the field of Astrophysics.

MEAGAN STEWART

Jessica came to Mulgrave in Grade 9. Over the past four years, she has made a strong 
contribution to this community. This year, she served on the Prefect Committee 
and particularly enjoyed working with her peers on the Grad Committee. Her past 
service includes the ME to WE Club and Digital Good. As well, she is a member of the 
Badminton A Team and has consistently been the recipient of the All Heart Award. 
Her love of learning, inquisitive nature, and stellar work ethic earned her Honour Roll 
and Principal’s List standing over the years. Her fondest memory of Mulgrave was 
the completion of her Extended Essay in Psychology through which she explored the 
effect of psychological studies about memory error and bias on the evaluation of the 
reliability of eyewitness testimony. Jessica has been accepted to study at University 
College London, London School of Economics, Edinburgh, UBC, University of Toronto, 
and Western University and is still deciding between the London School of Economics 
and UBC. Wherever she goes, she will study social anthropology. Jessica’s humility, 
consideration for others and subtle sense of humour will be missed.

JESSICA SU

 
We welcomed Saba to Mulgrave at the start of her Grade 10 year. Coming from a 
public school, she found the uniform a challenge and remembers fondly how kind 
her new friends were when she wore a tie with her summer shirt. It is the friendships 
that she made during those early days that have been the best thing about Mulgrave 
for Saba. From the start of her time at Mulgrave, Saba wanted to learn new skills by 
trying unfamiliar activities and make new friends along the way. Although it was not 
easy for Saba to be a risk taker in this way, she pursued this goal with a ready smile 
and a willingness to try her best. She involved herself in the sporting side of school 
life by playing volleyball and basketball and running cross country, and in service to 
others through participation in the Multicultural Club and ME to WE. On the creative 
side, Saba is an accomplished piano player; she finds her time on the keyboard 
relaxing and rejuvenating, and derives great pleasure from her playing. We wish Saba 
every good fortune as she heads to Simon Fraser University next year.

SABA TAGHIAKBARI



Thea joined Mulgrave near the end of Grade 10 and quickly immersed herself into 
school life, including participating in the Global Education and Outreach trip to Kenya. 
However, one of Thea’s most memorable moments was the Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
trip, which took her on a kayaking adventure through the Gulf Islands. Thea likes 
to challenge herself and try new things, which has been demonstrated through her 
participation as a member of the Grade 11 Senior Girls Basketball B Team and the Senior 
Girls Volleyball B Team this year. Thea also enjoyed her experience with this year’s 
Upper School’s production of Peter Pan, not on the stage, but behind the scenes as 
Costume Mistress. We will miss Thea’s calm disposition and ability to work through the 
stresses of everyday life (a skill she partly attributes to her yoga practice). We wish her 
well as she looks to study sciences at either the University of British Columbia or McGill.

THEA UDWADIA

Merina is one of a lucky few who have the status of Mulgrave ‘lifer’, having joined the 
school in Kindergarten. Merina has been an outspoken member in homeroom for the 
last few years, and her passionate views and willingness to engage in topics will be 
missed sorely. As well as leading conversations in homeroom, Merina has an artistic 
side that she allowed to shine during this year’s Upper School production of Peter 
Pan. Merina has been involved in so many areas of student life at Mulgrave. We are 
very grateful for her service and the roles she played as a member of the Prefect and 
Grad Committees, as a student ambassador, and as a member of the Digital Good Club. 
Merina has fond memories from her involvement in athletics, outdoor ed, and the arts, 
but it is still the Grade 9 trip to Eastern Canada that stands out as it was the experience 
that helped to bring the entire grade together. Though her schedule has been busy, 
Merina has worked to maintain her high marks, which have facilitated her acceptance 
to many universities, including SFU, Ryerson, Queen’s, UVic, and her top choice, UBC.

MERINA UHRLE

Jacky came up to our mountainside campus in Grade 9 and scored points with his new 
classmates in his very first year by winning the regional group badminton championship. 
He continued to compete in the sport, earning recognition as a top athlete in badminton 
and golf, and also in math and music where he earned accolades in the Cayley, Gauss 
and Pascal math competitions, as well as a Music Festival silver medal in 2015 as part of 
Mulgrave’s Concert Choir. Jacky shared his enthusiasm for these pursuits by volunteering 
as a math tutor, in the Lunar New Year performances, and on the Arts Council. Indeed, 
I’ve watched with particular interest the way Jacky’s passions have manifested in his art, 
where he is developing a perceptive use of geometry to express complex social ideas. It’s 
not surprising then that Jacky is pursuing architecture, a discipline which combines the 
decisiveness of sport, the precision of math, and the aesthetics of music. He has received 
offers from the School of Architecture in London, USC, the Rhode Island School of Design, 
as well as Carnegie Mellon, where he has chosen to study architecture in the fall.

JACKY (YIN JIE) TIAN



Mats joined Mulgrave in Grade 9 and will be remembered for his easy-going 
personality and trend-setting hairstyles, especially the first one which resembled 
an ocean wave about to break onto a beach. Mats has been very involved in a variety 
of activities since his arrival but is especially drawn to athletic endeavours. Mats is 
very proud of his work as a member of the Mulgrave Emergency Response Team and 
also for making it to the BC Provincials for soccer. Although it was quite an onerous 
journey, through perseverance and extraordinary effort, Mats was instrumental 
in helping the team through to the qualifying rounds. In more recent times, Mats 
enjoyed being involved in the production of the Memory Lane film because it allowed 
him to collaborate with his friends in a fun way and to freely express his ideas without 
set guidelines. Next year, Mats has decided to take a gap year and travel to Japan 
before studying in Europe, perhaps in his native country of the Netherlands.

MATS VAN RHIJN

Jaylan joined Mulgrave in Grade 8. Since that time, she has been involved in a 
wide array of leadership roles, including the Arts Council, being a co-captain of 
the Volleyball Team, stage managing the play, and being a member of the Jazz and 
Concert Choirs. In all of these areas of Mulgrave life, Jaylan has pushed herself 
beyond her comfort zone and taken on new challenges. Unsurprisingly, her favourite 
memories involve seeing her efforts come to fruition as the Open Mic Festival and 
the Upper School production came to life. The energy and excitement that she 
felt as her peers took the stage left her invigorated and inspired. Jaylan’s passion 
for the arts extended to service as she was a Grade 3 Art Assistant and was one of 
the leaders of the Arts Council. As a result of her efforts and dedication, Jaylan has 
been accepted to the University of Victoria, Acadia, Mount Allison, Concordia and 
Western University. She would like to study psychology and/or visual arts.

JAYLAN VANCE

The thing that will strike Sydney’s professors and university classmates is her 
seriousness: her serious academic demeanour and her seriously sharp and dry wit. 
As she noted after her Grade 9 after-dinner speech, ‘How to Succeed at Mulgrave 
Without Really Trying’, she realised she could sass off everyone and get away 
with it. Really, Sydney doesn’t get away with anything. Since she joined Mulgrave 
in Grade 5, her hard work has earned her a reputation as a disciplined student 
capable of balancing academics (6s and 7s across the board this year!) with serious 
commitments to the Grad and Prefect Committees and to demanding pursuits such 
as theatre, which saw her performing in the school’s productions of Slayer and Peter 
Pan. Top universities such as the University of St. Andrews, Durham University, 
University of Edinburgh, McGill University, and UBC have asked Sydney to join 
them. She is thrilled to say she will be studying at UBC in the fall.

SYDNEY WHITE



Tommy joined Mulgrave in Grade 10. Since joining the school, he has immersed 
himself in service by joining the Digital Good Club and helping out with the Green 
Team. He took part in the Green Team exhibition at Ambleside Park where Tommy 
and his team displayed three different devices that all used solar panels as a power 
source. Tommy is an entrepreneur at heart; he showed consistent commitment to 
his work with the Junior Achievement Stock Simulation, through which students are 
taught how to save and invest for the future. Tommy’s favourite Mulgrave memory 
is his Extended Essay, which focussed on the expansion of Armani Corporation’s 
marketing strategy. At this time, Tommy is deciding between four offers of place: 
the University of Toronto and Western where he has been accepted to the social 
sciences programme. He has also been accepted to the University of Manchester 
and the University of Liverpool to study business and economics. 

TOMMY (JIAWEI) XIAO

Danielle has been at Mulgrave since Kindergarten, making her one of our ‘lifers’. During her 
time here, she has participated in a myriad of activities both in and out of school. Over the 
years, Danielle has been a member of the Senior Girls Volleyball and Basketball Teams and the 
Spoken Word Poetry team. One of Danielle’s fondest memories was winning the Junior School 
public speaking competition in Grade 6. Last year, Danielle was the recipient of the Caroline 
Stevenson Brown Memorial Award for Excellence in Creative Writing. Danielle’s enthusiasm 
and natural leadership skills led to her being both the Captain of Smith and the leader of the 
Heads Up peer advisor group. Danielle’s true passion is hockey. Not only has she volunteered 
and coached at the British Columbia U14 and U16 selection camps, but she also has had 
great success on the ice. At the 2015-2016 Mac’s Midget AAA Hockey Tournament, she won 
Tournament MVP, Top Goaltender and was named to the 1st All Star Team. Danielle has been 
awarded the Mac’s Midget AAA Tournament Scholarship of $1,500 for leadership, citizenship 
and scholastic excellence. Danielle intends to study at UBC next year in the Faculty of Arts 
and has been selected to play for the UBC Thunderbirds Varsity Women’s Hockey Team.

DANIELLE WIERENGA

If you saw the Grad Art Exhibition, you would have caught a glimpse of Jessie’s passion 
for design, form and function. Her obvious enjoyment of art and creativity shone 
through her work and will be the keystone on which she builds her career as an architect 
after completing studies at Cornell University. A Mulgravian since Grade 8, Jessie 
has immersed herself fully in school life by being involved in many service initiatives 
including MSAC, ME to WE, and Digital Good, sports like badminton and cross country, 
and choir. For her achievements in the classroom, she has consistently been on the 
Principal’s List and has received Silver and Global Service Awards for her dedication to 
others in school and volunteering in China during her summer vacation. Her favourite 
memory from her five years at Mulgrave is writing songs for her Grade 10 Personal 
Project. Jessie can fit 25 hours into each day - perhaps this ability comes from going to 
architecture summer camp at Cornell where the highly motivated students chewed on 
coffee beans to keep themselves going. This experience did not deter Jessie from her 
chosen career, and we wish her well as she heads to Ithaca, New York after the summer.

JESSIE XIANG



Kenny joined Mulgrave in the Middle School in Grade 9. Since joining, Kenny has 
become an integral part of the Mulgrave community. He volunteers at the West Van 
Community Center and is also the co-leader of Mulgrave’s Investment Club. In this 
position, Kenny learned important skills such as being open-minded and rational 
when making decisions as a leader. For his action commitment, Kenny has been a 
member of Mulgrave’s Golf Club and is also very passionate about playing the guitar. He 
practices guitar every week and finds it to be one of his more enjoyable pursuits, one 
that will surely continue into his future. You may have even been lucky enough to have 
heard him playing his rendition of ‘Stairway to Heaven’ by Led Zeppelin. His favourite 
Mulgrave memory is the Grade 9 Eastern Canada trip, which was an excellent way to 
kick off his Mulgrave journey. Now that it is wrapping up, Kenny is torn about his next 
step, deciding between the University of Toronto and the University College of London. 
He is certain, however, that he will study finance and information management next year.

KENNY (CHU FAN) YANG

One must look no further than Silent to see the truly well-rounded individual in 
action. Who else gets accepted to Central Saint Martins at University of the Arts 
London for jewelry design and competes in math contests as a side hobby? Or who 
goes from tutoring younger students in Mandarin to badminton practice to drumming 
in the concert band all in one day? After joining us in Grade 10, Silent states that one 
of her favourite Mulgrave moments was sleeping on the snow at Grade 10 winter 
camp. Identifying ‘sleeping on the snow’ as one of her highlights isn’t the only way in 
which Silent is unique. At the Art Schools Acceptance Fair, she presented her one-of-
a-kind jewelry designs in her Silent-original sweatshirt and turned the head of the 
Parsons School of Design representative; he offered her a place at his school on the 
spot. Instead of accepting, she held out for her first choice at Central Saint Martins. 
When she was questioned if jewelry may be too narrow of a focus, Silent explained 
that graduates from the programme design jewelry for the Royal Family. Silent, you’ve 
proved us wrong and made it into the programme of your dreams.

SILENT (XIAO YAN) YU

The Mulgrave community met ‘The Hulk’ when he was in Grade 10. He proceeded 
to live up to his green colour when he decided to head his own division of 
Mulgrave’s Green Team. That is when he designed and created his solar powered 
charger, an achievement of which he is rightfully proud. Logan has also been a 
part of the Grad Committee and has completed all components of the Duke of 
Edinburgh Silver and Gold levels. He has earned a place on the Honour Roll and 
Principal’s List during his time at Mulgrave and has earned awards in several 
math competitions. After receiving offers from McGill, Univeristy of Manchester, 
University College London, and University of British Columbia, Logan will be 
studying electrical engineering at UBC in the fall. We wish you all the best.

LOGAN (ZHIKAI) ZHANG



Tom has been at Mulgrave since Grade 8 and his presence here has been considerable. 
Tom quickly became part of the Mulgrave community, and he could often be found 
where some boisterous activity was taking place. Tom has immersed himself in a wide 
variety of programmes and activities, including rugby, volleyball, Student Voice, Student 
Ambassador and Duke of Edinburgh. Furthermore, Tom participated in and took 
leadership roles as the Deputy Captain of Luther King house, Senior Basketball Team 
Captain, Golf Team Captain and member of the Senior Prefect Team. Tom indicated 
that his most memorable moment was achieving an award for reaching the Top 200 
Clan on the Clash Royale and attending the Ivey Business Case competition. Another 
unforgettable moment for Tom was when Mr. Olynyk told the class that biology is easy 
and the moment when it dawned on Tom that it actually was. Tom has decided to 
study business and finance at New York University’s Stern School of Business.

TOM (ZHONG HAO) ZHANG

Magnolia joined Mulgrave at the start of Grade 10. She quickly integrated into the 
student body and made a positive impact on student life. Magnolia is a founding 
member of Mulgrave’s first Korean pop (K-Pop) music and dance club. Since 
joining, she has performed her highly innovative dance moves on numerous 
occasions in front of the Upper School, most recently at Memory Lane. Magnolia 
has also enjoyed playing badminton. She is a valued member of the team for 
the extremely positive attitude she displays on the court – her big smiles and 
infectious laughter can be seen and heard from miles away. Magnolia has 
wonderful memories of the Banff choir trip and helping her friends provide service 
to the community via their Tea Club. Although Magnolia has blossomed into a 
talented mathematician, she plans instead to study film at King’s College London.

MAGNOLIA (YUXIN) ZHAO

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2016!



A speciAl thAnks to our Advisors for their support And the 
kind words shAred in eAch grAd’s write-up:

Lian Anson, Rebecca Brunswick-Werner, Hazel Chee, Louise Chen, 
Kathryn Clark, Diana Ferreira, Michael Frewin, Christine Giesbrecht, 
Claude Leduc, Alexandra McIntyre, Michael Moore, Marlena 
Morgan, Mike Olynyk, Brad Ovenell-Carter, Kyle Prior, Mark Pulfer, 
Lydia Race, Libby Soper, Ferdinand van Zyl, and John Wray.




